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A life worth
remembering

Accelerated Paces
Jim Oaten
Anvil Press
176 pp
$18.00

Jim Oaten has no problem expressing what is
on his mind. Crossing all boundaries of imagi-
nation, he blends reality with fiction in
Accelerated Paces, a collection of random short
stories. Whether he is at the back of his parent’s
car, wandering the streets of a bombed-out
Beirut, or striving to remain sane in the wings of
the mental ward, Oaten tells it like it is. With the
weight of early-onset Alzheimer’s on his shoul-
ders, Oaten struggles to remember events in his
life before they slip into darkness.

“The very process of retrieving a memory not
only creates but also challenges that recollection
forever,” he writes.

Although the book’s small size might imply
that it doesn’t contain much, readers will find it
filled with personal voyages and literary truths.
Blending topics such as the first Gulf war, CNN
and religion with Oaten’s personal anecdotes
and opinions, this book is nothing short of a
good read.

4/5
—Shereen Ahmed Rafea

quick reads
Clerical classifieds

God of Missed
Connections
Elizabeth
Bachinsky
Nightwood
88 pp
$17.95

God of Missed Connections happens every-
where. The poems in this book move fluidly
through settings (past Ukraine, present-day
Canada) and subjects (the Ukrainian Holodomor
famine, modern alienation), but stay grounded by
Bachinsky’s voice. While her tone is always some-
what serious and deliberate, there’s a wry
humour that peeks out of the poems here.

Bachinsky also has a clear handle on the tech-
nical aspects of poetry. She plays with sonnets,
with rhythm and meter, while never stepping over
the line into preciousness. This means that even
if you haven’t thought about sonnets since grade
12 English, you’ll recognize a definite feeling of
being carried through a poem from beginning to
end—that there’s a direction to everything.

This is also the case with the fragments of
speech and found language Bachinsky incorpo-
rates into her poems, but always beautifully and
with purpose. Sometimes she seems more mag-
net than human, moving through the world and
picking up small things.

While not every reader might be able to identi-
fy personally with Bachinsky’s chosen topics, she
explores them with such grace and deftness that
by the end of the book, one feels an intimacy with
the poems, and in some sense their subjects.

4/5
—Emma Healey

• EMMA HEALEY
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Treat Me Like Dirt
Liz Worth
Bongo Beat
384 pp
$39.99

The other London of punk
Treat Me Like Dirt proves Lester Bangs wrong about
everything Canadian punk

Liz Worth at Disques Sonik on March 6, for the Montreal launch of Treat Me Like Dirt. PHOTO EMMA HEALEY
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